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GRAMMAR – MODAL VERBS

Die Modalverben (Modal Verbs) nehmen im Englischen eine Sonderstellung ein.

Sie werden normalerweise von einem zweiten Verb in der Base Form gefolgt.
Bsp: I can swim well.

Sie können grundsätzlich nur in der Present Tense stehen, in allen anderen Tenses müssen sie 
durch Ersatzformen ersetzt werden. Die Ersatzformen können auch in der Present Tense 
verwendet werden (gehobener Stil).
Außerdem gibt es Modal Verbs nur in der Simple Form (ohne „ing“)

deutsch Present 
Simple

Ersatzform Past Simple Present/ 
Past Perfect

will-Future going to-
Future

können can be able to was able to have/has/had 
been able to + 
Base Form

will be able to am/is/are 
going to be 
able to

dürfen may be allowed to was allowed to have/has/had 
been allowed 
to + Base 
Form

will be 
allowed to

am/is/are 
going to be 
allowed to

müssen must have to had to have/has/had 
had to + Base 
Form

will have to is going to 
have to

sollen 
(gehoben)

shall
(Shall we dance)

--- should should have + 
3rd Form

shall (ohne 
will!)

---

sollen
(normal)

should
(You should go)

--- should should have + 
3rd Form

should (ohne 
will!)

---

“dürfte”
“könnte”
(Vermutung)

might
(It might rain)

--- might might have + 
3rd Form

might (ohne 
will!)

---

“sollte”
(Ratschlag)

ought to --- ought to ought have to 
+ 3rd Form 
(selten)

ought to (ohne 
will)

---

“würde” would --- would would have + 
3rd Form

would (ohne 
will)

---
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